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Abstract	

The	deceptively	simple	ABC	Conjecture	was	posed	by	Joseph	Oesterlé	and	David	Masser	in	
1985.	Little	did	they	know,	it	would	be	answered	with	one	of	the	most	controversial	proofs	
in	all	of	modern	mathematics,	sparking	more	than	10	years	of	 intense	debate.	 In	this	talk	
we'll	examine	the	conjecture	itself	and	explore	the	drama	that	unfolded	in	its	wake.	This	talk	
is	meant	to	be	accessible	and	enjoyable	for	students	of	all	math	ability	levels,	and	assumes	
only	a	familiarity	with	prime	numbers	and	exponents.	
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